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: Moin. 13. 
HE 


REHEARSAL. 


An Addrefs to Mr Hoadly, fhewing, 
1. How I came to be Convinc’d, even againft my Interef. 


2. How we havetaken our Notions of Government from the Heathen. 
. How they Supply'd the want of Divine Authority in Government. 


4s 
Chriftians. 


‘4. When Converted to Chriftienity they became Fure-Divino-Men. 
How Unreafonable that we fhou’d follow. them as Heathens and not as 


6, That Monarchy was Inftituted as a Form to all Nations. 
4. The Wifdom of God Juftify'd in this. | 
$, Even Common-wealths ftand not on the foot of the People. Ther never was 


a Popular Government truely fo. 
9. 


Difeafe of Tyranny. 


The greateft Security of the People is under Monarchy. 
30. eThesHearts of Kings in the Hand of God. . 
31. No greater Security upon Earth, The Remedy of Rebellion worfe than the 


12. We call the firft Age of Monarchy, the Golden- Age.’ 
13. How Mr. Hoadly may be my Greateft’ Benefattor. 





— 


SATURDAY, 


May 15. 1708. 





OU fay well Mr Hoadly, that 
if God had Appointed any Par- 

ticular Forms of Government, you 
wou’d Certainly Conclude it was the Bef 
that cou'd be for Human Society. .No doubt 
the Inference is Juft and Rational. Andit 
was this very Thought that Prompted me 
to make the moft Diligent Evquiry that I 
could into the Original of Goverzment in the 
World, how Inftituted, and by what .Autho- 
rity. And it was my Jntereft as well as yours, 
to have gone into the fame Notions of Go- 
vernment as you have done. But the Fla- 
grancy of Fatt from Scripture as well as Reae 
fon, Determin’d ‘me, againft all this Bya/s, 
to that fide of the Queftion which lies ftur- 
theft from the World as to me. 


(1.) 


(2.) For the firft Inftitution of Government 
appear’d as Plain in Holy Scripture as the 


Creation of Man. And the Mobb Notion of 


the Independent State of Nature (upon which 


all Popular Government is Founded) vanifh’d | 


as a Dream, and a pure Figment of Hea- 
thens who knew not the Beginning of the 
Weld or of Man. Some fancy’d the World 
to have ‘been from Eternity ; and Fabl’d 
Showers of Men dropping down from the 
Clouds, or Springing up out of the Earth, 
from Draggons Teeth, without Fathers or Mo. 
thers, or whatever Extravagant Fanciencame 
into their Heads! And thefe cou’d fee no 
other Original of Government but the Con- 
feat of the People. ' bi See 





(3.) And then again, becaufe Government, 
in the very Nature of the thing, do’s Sup- 
pofe an Authority more than Humav, for the 
fame :Power that can Oblige, may. likewife 
Diffolve that Obligation, fo that Aten might 
ever free themfelves from Government, if it 
had no Higher Authority than that of Azen: 
Therefore the Heathens, to Supply this, made 
their Kings to have been Begotten by fome 
God or other, and fo to be Above meer 
Human Race. 


(4), But as foon as thefe Heathens Em- 
brac’d:Chriftianity, and had the Light of the 
Holy Scriptures given to them, they Imme- 
diately. forfook all thefe Fa/fe ana  Foolifh 
Notions of Government, whofe Authority they 
then faw came from God alone, and‘ on 
which, only Account Obedience was due to it 
for Confcience fake; for Nothing under God 
can Bind the Conference. » 

Thus  thefe Heathens, by becoming Chri- 
frians, became likewife Abfolute’ Fure-Di- 
ving and: Paffive-Obedience- Men, aid not on- 
y Preach'd it, but gave up’ their’ Live: 
or it, 


(5.) And how Unworthy a Chriftiaa and 
Unreafonable.-, did. it appear. to me, 
to, take the Original of Governmext. from 
thefe Wild Notions of the Heathen, that 
had no Foundation, either in Fatt ot Reafon ; 
to. Adagnify them, thus while they were’ Hea- 
thens and in Grofs Ignorance, and také all 
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cour Precedents from them; And then to Ri- 
dicule and Expofe them, when they became 
Chriftians, as a Company of Paffive Obedience 
Fools, as our Modern Wits call thofe Anci- 
ent Greck and Reman Martyrs for this as 
well as other Doftrixs*of Chriftianity! But 
recurr with Triumph to their Te/timony while 
they were Heathen, and Quote them as the 
Noble Afertors of Liberty and Property, and 
the Generous Maintainers of the Rights of 
Mankind, in-theit Original and Free- Barn State 
of Dature ! 
This feem’d to me a Ronning back from. 
Chriftianity to our. Ancient Paganifms again. 
Therefor I took Pains to fearch the Ori- 
ginals, and muft Believe the Hiffory of the 
Creation of the World, of Afan and: of Go- 
vernment, as itis told us in Genefis, which 
befides its Authority with Chriftians, is the 
molt Ancient Book the World can thew. 


(6.) But I know, Mr. Hoadly, you will 
not Deny its Authority. And_ therefore 
{peaking now to you, [ will fay no more 
upon that Head. But it now only Re- 
mains, whether I have Rightly Deduc’d the 
Fa of Government in my firft Volume? 
which you will find under the Proper Heads 
in the Jndex. And particularly, whether 
Monarchy was not the firft Inftiturion ? And | 
whether there was any other Sort of Govern- 
ment in all the Earth, till the A4ntiny of the 
Grecian Common-wealths? And confequently, 
whether Adonarchy was not that Form of 
Government which God Appointed to all Na- 
tions? And whether God did Allow men 
that Liberty to Alter and Change this Form 
at their Pleafure? And upon the whole, 
whether Monarhcy, being of Divine Inffitution, 
is notthe Belt Form for the Good ‘of Ha- 


man Society: 


(7.) His Authority muft Determine you 
and metoo. But we may Contemplate his 
Wifdom a Pofteriori. And fee by the Effects, that 
‘He has Confulted better for us than wedo 
for our felves. This has Occafion’d what 
I have faid as to Government upon the Point 








the People,and the whole 

Ad, my ever were or can be fang ng ° 
fented. That Government never fell 2 te 
as to Return to the People, but tb ‘i 
taken up by fome Contending Party of 
who Subdue pe get by Force. And t..’ 
never was a Popular Gover 5 

tho’ often fo Call. nett Mtl & 


always 


(9.) That Afonarchy, is a Greater s,.. . 
than any other pst Celéwaett oe 
Refpects, chiefiy becaufe, tho? a Kin “id 
be AGifled and take wrong Mea[ures (to Bry y 
all Governments are lyable) yet he CaNNOE be 
Brib’d, or Defign the Ruin of his: People be 
caufe itis his own Rain, and ther jg no E. 
quivalent for a Crown; whereas every Se ‘ 
tor may have more given him than his Sha, 
in the Government, and therefore may feck 
its Deftruétion. of which we have Exam 
ples in Former and in Later Ages, Therefore 
the Peoplecan have no fach Security, as Where 
the Safety of the Prince is Wrapp’d up with 
theirs, and he cannot Art them, Without 
Hurting himfelf. Whereas many who cal 
themfelves Patriots have Ruis’d Breat Fy. 
tunes to themfelves by the Ruin of the, 
Country, even to Sell and Betray it. 


(10) That Ged has toldus, asa Securit 
to us, that He keeps the Hearts of Kin, 
in His Hand, and Turns them as. He thinks 
fit. That He gives Good Kings toa Good and 
Obedient Peeple, and Punifbes a Wicked Py. 
ple by fending them an Evil Prince, 


(tt.) That this is the Greateft Securiy 
poflibly to be had upon Earth. Thatwhere 
we feek to Remedy our felves by Rebellion, 
it brings a Thowfand times more Ruin y 
us than ever any of Mankind fuffer’d by 
the moft Cruel Tyrant. And if we putour 
Settlement upon the foot of the People, we 
Raife a Fund that is Inexhauftible ot Mifey 
and Confufion, and that can have no End, 
or Remedy. ‘ 


(42:) Thus we fee, that God has mol 





of Reafon and the Publick Good. 1 have here- 
vpon Difcufs’d the Schemes and Pretences of 
Milton, Lock, Sidney, &c. who Difpute for the 
Power of the People. And I think I have 
fully Shew’d the Contradiétion that is in them, 
and their utter Juconfiftency with any Peace 
or Settlement in the World. And I have 
Exemplity’d this by the Hiffory of the Gre- 
cian and. Roman Governments, while under 
the Power of the People, and brought it 
down to the like Jnfiawces in Later and in 


eur own Times. 


(8.) I have fhew’d likewife, That even 
Common-weaichs ftand not on the foot of the 
People.. For ther can be no Dernier Re fort 


wiley Confulted for the Good of Aankind, 
in fete 


ing up Monarchy at the Beginning, 


and in Governing the whole World by it 
for fo many Ages; and has brought us to Con- 
fefs it, while we Reckon thefe as the Golden 
Ages, in. Comparifon of thofe of Jron, when 
the Mixt 
the World with Blood aad Confufion. 


and Blended Governments fill’d 


(13-) I have Intirely Satisfy’d. my elf, 


even, againft my Jntereft, in the Strigeft En- 
quiry I. cou’d make intoall thefe Particulars, 
and after putting all the Objections I cou’d 
meet: with from others, or cou’d Suggeft co 
my felf. - And if Mr. Hoadly can fhew me 
wherein I have Reafon’d amifs, I fhall have 
Caufe to efteem him as my Greateft Be. 





in that Scheme. And that the People isan 
Uncertain thing, every Party call themfelves 


nef attor« 
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London, Printed and Sold by the Bookfelle 





ts of London aad Weftminfter. 1708. 
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